Tutorial: Drawing Isotherms

What is an isotherm?  

· An isotherm is a line connecting locations with equal temperature.  Isotherm maps show where temperatures are relatively high and low, and also where temperature changes are gradual or dramatic over a distance. (Source) 

1.  To open the interactive field map, just click here.

2.  A new window will open, showing a temperature field map of the Alabama area.

3. Where it says, “Select isotherm"  Click on the box and choose 40. Where it says “practice” check the bubble next to “drawing.”

4. Find the points that are worth exactly 40. Use the pencil to make dots on those points. 
5. Visualize the basic shape that the dots create. Next, find points along that shape where the values are immediately above and below 40. For example, 35 and 45. A value of 40 is right between those two points, so make a dot right in the middle.

6. If one of the values is closer to 40, make your dot closer to that value. For example, 39 and 49. The dot would be closer to 39, right?

7. Connect the dots! Follow these rules
a) Draw your isotherm in a neat and smooth line instead of a jagged line. 

b) An isotherm should begin on one edge of the map and go right off another edge, or, alternatively, loop around and close on itself 

c) An isotherm should never branch or fork 

8. Move on to another value
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