STD Information

Four risk behaviors that increase chances of contracting an STD:

1.  Using drugs and/or alcohol

2. Having multiple partners

3. The younger you are when you start having sex

4. Being female

#3 and 4 correlate with each other;  cells on the cervix in younger females are more susceptible to infection that the cervical cells of older women)

Reportable STDs in New York State:

· chlamydia

· gonorrhea

· syphilis

· chancroid (never seen at Jacobus Center)

· HIV 

· AIDS

How do you get an STD?

· Sexual intercourse

· Mother to baby

· Kissing (herpes and syphilis)

· Skin to skin contact

· Contaminated linens (pubic lice)

STDs affect a baby’s:

· Heart

· Lung

· Brain

· Eyes

If babies survive, their health is severely jeopardized

Most common STDs:

· Chlamydia (number one STD overall)

· HPV (Human Papiloma Virus) number one viral STD

· Genital warts

HPV causes cancer: cervical, penile, mouth

STDS that cause breaks in skin increase the chances of HIV infection

9 symptoms of all STDs:

· Burning during urination (most common symptom for males)

· Discharge

· Itching

· Odor

· Bleeding (for females)

· Painful intercourse

· Sores, lumps, bumps

· Pelvic pain (for females)

· NOTHING

If diseases are asymptomatic, disease will spread silently until pelvic pain occurs, PID (pelvic inflammatory disease).  PID causes infertility; scar tissue from disease blocks fallopian tube or allows for fertilization, but ectopic pregnancy occurs (fertilized egg implants itself into fallopian tube instead of the uterus).

