CORTLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Education Special Meeting – Tuesday, May 31, 2011
A special meeting of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, May 31, 2011, at the Kaufman Center, 1 Valley View Drive, Cortland, N.Y.
Present:
Mr. William Young, Dr. LouAnne Ten Kate, Ms. Mary Lou Bordwell, Mr. Sean Clark, Mr. Paul Klinger, Mr. Joseph Lyman, Ms. Alane Van Donsel

Also Present:  
Mr. Laurence Spring, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Arthur Martignetti, Director of Business Services; Ms. Judi Riley, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil and Personnel Services; Cortland Standard Representative; Community Representatives; Ms. Carolyn Dorn, Clerk
1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Mr. Young called the meeting to order at 8:04 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
2. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  (Individuals are requested to keep their comments to two minutes per speaker).
a. District residents present at the meeting asked what would be done with the surplus from this year’s budget.  Mr. Martignetti said that we would be using approximately $39M out of the $40.9 budget.  Also noted was that the $2.8M for the bond should not be in the budget.  Concerns were expressed about programs being cut, especially the German program.  

1) It was explained later in the meeting by Mr. Martignetti that the $2.8 bond included in the budget is totally reimbursed by the State.
3. PRESENTATIONS:

a. Budget Options Discussion.  Mr. Spring listed the expense reductions made in the defeated budget for the Board.  He then reviewed various options and additional reductions in equipment, student supplies, shift services to grant, and additional use of reserves, for a 3.9%, 5.3%, and 6.6% tax levy increase.  The Board discussed at length the support of a revised budget with a levy increase under 5%, favored by some Board members, against a budget above 5%, or closer to the original increase of 7.9%, favored by other Board members.  It was decided to vote on a revised budget with a 4.9% tax levy increase. 
4. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Budget Approval

RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the revised 2011-2012 budget in the amount of $44,067,015, as presented.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Ms. Van Donsel.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 4, No – 3 (Dr. Ten Kate, Mr. Lyman, Mr. Clark).
b. Budget Decision
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, after due deliberation that the Board adopt the Contingent Budget in the amount of $44,067,015.  Moved by Mr. Klinger, seconded by Ms. VanDonsel.  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
5. ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business to discuss, Mr. Young asked for a motion to adjourn at 9:40 PM.  Moved by Ms. Bordwell, seconded by Mr. Clark .  No further discussion.  Final Vote:  Yes – 7, No – 0.
___________________________________

Carolyn Dorn, Clerk, Board of Education

