NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY’S 

  
GEOGRAPHY BEE

PRACTICE TEST 1
SEVEN ROUNDS OF QUESTIONS

ROUND 1: U.S. Location and Orientation

1. Which state has the longer border with Canada- Montana or New York?

2.  The Savanna River forms most of the boundary between South Carolina and which 

other state – Tennessee or Georgia?

3.  Albany and New York City are major ports on which river – the Hudson or the Potomac?

4. People watching the sunset in Key West, Florida, are looking across which body of water – the Chesapeake Bay or the Gulf of Mexico?

5. Most of the wheat in the United States is grown in which region – the Great Plains or the Colorado Plateau?

6. Jackson, Biloxi, and Vicksburg are major cities in which state – West Virginia or Mississippi?

7. Which Great Lakes state is divided into two large peninsulas- Michigan or Ohio?

8. Which state is farther west – Nebraska or Illinois?

9. Which one of the New England states has the largest land area – Vermont or Maine?

10. Which state would you visit to see Kilauea (KEE loh AY uh) erupt – Idaho or Hawaii?

11. The mouth of the Rio Grande is in which state – Texas or Colorado?

12. The largest areas of grassland and desert in the United States are in which direction from the Mississippi River – east or west?

13. The easternmost city off the mainland of the United States is n which state – Georgia or Maine?

14. Which city has a cooler average temperature – Boise, Idaho or Tulsa, Oklahoma?

15.  A ship canal connects which port city with the Gulf of Mexico – Houston, Texas or San Diego, California?

ROUND 2: North America

1. The highest and lowest points in North America are in which country – Canada or the United States?

2. Which waterway serves as a shortcut for most ships traveling from New York to Los Angeles – the Panama Canal or the Inside Passage?

3. Activity along the San Andreas Fault helped create which peninsula – Baja (BAH HAH)
California or the Yucatan Peninsula?

4. Which mountain system is shared by Canada and the United States – Sierra Nevada or the Rocky Mountains?

5. New Providence, Andros, and San Salvador are among the chief islands that make up which country – the Bahamas or Jamaica?

6. On a trip through North America, if you saw the vegetation change from reindeer moss to sunflowers to trees draped with Spanish Moss, you would most likely be traveling in which direction – north or south?

7. On a Canadian ten-dollar bill, the letters d-I-x spells the word “ten” in which language – French or Danish?

8. Which country is farther west – Guatemala or Cuba?

9. In which region of North America would you expect to find permafrost – New England or the Northwest Territories?

10. Which country is closer to the United States – the Bahamas or Honduras?

11. The Canadian province of Prince Edward Island is separated by a strait from New Brunswick and which other province – Nova Scotia or Manitoba?

12. The Panama Canal is due south of which U.S. city – Boston, Massachusetts, or Miami, Florida?

13. Edmonton and Calgary, which are just east of the Canadian Rockies, are the most populous cities of which province – Alberta or Quebec?

14. The Isthmus of Tehuantepec (tuh WANT uh PEK) is closest to Mexico’s border with which country – the United States or Guatemala?

15. Which highway crosses more lines of longitude – the Trans-Canada Highway or the Blue Ridge Parkway?

ROUND 3: Let’s Take a Trip

1. If you went swimming in the Mediterranean, stayed overnight in Marseille (mar SAY), and had croissants for breakfast, you would be in which country – France or Germany?

2. If you went canoeing on the River Shannon and visited St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin, you would be in which country – Poland or Ireland?

3. If you took a plane from Yellowknife, in the Northwest Territories, to a fishing camp on Great Bear Lake, you would be in the northern part of which country – the United States or Canada?

4. If you wanted to visit Islam’s holiest city and the birthplace of the Prophet Mohammed, you would travel to which city – Warsaw or Mecca?

5. If your were watching gauchos herd cattle on the Pampas near Buenos Aires        (BWAY nuh SAR eez), you would be in the grassland region of which country – Argentina or South Africa?

6. To which state would you travel to see caribou migrating, humpback whales, and brown bear fishing for salmon – South Dakota or Alaska?

7. Which train would you take from Moscow, past Irkutsk (er KOOTSK), to the Pacific port of Vladivostok (vlad uh VAHS tahk) – the Andalusian Express or the Trans-Siberian Express?

8. To visit William Shakespeare’s birthplace, see sunrise at Stonehedge, and use Tower Bridge to cross he River Thames (TEMZ), you would travel in which country _ The United Kingdom or Romania?

9. To hike in the mountains around Innsbruck, attend an outdoor concert in Salzburg, and see the Danube River from Vienna, you would have to travel in which country – Austria or Belgium?

10. Which country would you visit to take a cruise on the Rhine, attend Oktoberfest in Munich, and visit the historic Brandenburg Gate – the Czech Republic or Germany?

11. To which coast of Canada would you travel to see the tides of the bay o Fundy and visit the site of a Viking settlement in Newfoundland – Atlantic or Pacific?

12. To which country would you travel to climb Mount Olympus, see the Acropolis, and sail among the islands of the Aegean Sea – Spain or Greece?

13. Which state would you visit to travel the historic Battle Road between Lexington and Concord and see a replica of the Mayflower in Plymouth Harbor – Massachusetts or New Hampshire?

14. Which river would take you from Canyonlands National Park, through the Glen Canyon Nation Recreation Area, and past the Painted Desert – the Shenendoah or the Colorado?

15. If you took a ride on a bullet train, visited a Zen garden in Kyoto and attended a Kabuki play, you would be in which country – Myanmar (MIH YAHN mar) or Japan?

ROUND 4: Cultural Geography

1. Most of the folktales in the book The Thousand and One Nights, which includes the adventures of Aladdin and Sinbad, take place on which continent?

2. The Colosseum, which could seat 50,000 people and be flooded to stage mock sea battles, is one of the many landmarks in Europe that were build by the people of which ancient civilization?

3. After English, what language is most widely spoken in North America?

4. What ancient form of wrestling, in which athletes often weigh more than 300 pounds, has been an important part of Japanese culture for centuries?

5. Celts, Danes, Saxons, and Normans are among the peoples who settled Europe’s largest island country.  Name this country, which is off the northern coast of France.

6. Athens and Sparta were the most powerful city-states of what ancient civilization?

7. The country with the largest Hindu population shares its name with the region that was the birthplace of the religion.  Name this country in South Asia.

8. The people of which ancient civilization discovered how to make paper from the papyrus plant?

9. Harris tweed is a wool fabric that is handwoven in the northernmost political unit of the United Kingdom.  Name this political unit.

10.  Which Asian country was controlled by shoguns and samurai from the 12th century to the mid-19th century?

11. The maple leaf and the beaver are national symbols for which country in the Northern Hemisphere?

12.  The population density of North America is roughly equal to that of the continent hat has the second largest land area.  Name this other continent.

13. Although Spanish is spoken in most Latin American countries, what other language is the chief language of the region’s largest country?

14. The Dome of the Rock, a mosque in Jerusalem, is the place of worship for the followers of what religion?

15.  Although most Inuit live in the Canadian Arctic, a sizeable population lives on what large island in the North Atlantic?

ROUND 5: Physical Geography

1. Tundra and Taiga are the largest vegetation regions in world’s largest country. Name this country.

2. What is the term for the sudden movement of rock along fractures, or faults, in the earth’s crust?

3. How many degrees of east longitude are there?

4. What is the term for a ground level cloud that can drastically reduce visibility?

5. Name the natural phenomenon that was responsible for starting most of the fires that destroyed millions of acres of forest in the western United States in the summer of 1994.

6. If you were caught in a storm called a haboob (hunBOOB) while traveling across North Africa, you would have to protect yourself from what substance?

7. Grasses are the dominant vegetation in marshes.  What kind of vegetation dominates in swamps?

8. In South America the continental divide runs along which coast?

9. What is the term for a narrow body of water that connects two larger bodies of water, such as that which  links the Mediterranean Sea with the Atlantic Ocean?

10. Name the only African country that has coastlines on the Atlantic and the Indian Oceans.

11. Mercator, Azimuthal, and Robinson are names of some of the different ways of representing the earth on a map.  What is the term for such representations?

12. What name is given to lengthy periods during which glaciers covered much of the earth?

13.  Africa’s largest area of tropical rain forest is in the basin of the continent’s chief equatorial river.  Name this river.

14. During an equinox, the sun is directly above what line of latitude?

15. Winds from the Atlantic are able to reach the interior of Europe because most of the mountain ranges on that continent stretch in which two cardinal directions?

ROUND 6: Plants and Animals

1. Rarely seen on the ground, the striped possum is one of many marsupials native to which country west of New Zealand?

2. On glaciers near Reykjavik (RAY-kyah-veek) you can find male puffins protecting their nests.  These birds are common in what volcanic country?

3. Overhunted for its fur, the snow leopard lives in the Tien Shan and other mountainous areas of which continent?
4. The Gila (HEE-luh) monster is a poisonous lizard naive to the Gila River basin of which continent?
5. Mary forested slopes of the Himalayas have been clear-cut, giving rise to flooding along the Ganges-Brahmaputra delta of what lowland country?
6. With less that 50 plants left in the wild, the mandrinette is critically endangered.  This plant is found only on the island of Mauritius, located in which ocean?
7. The range of the giant panda is limited in part by the availability of a kind of grass necessary to the panda’s diet.  Name this woody grass.
8. Used to make marmalade, Seville oranges come from which southern European country?
9. Several species of beetles are now protected in which Central American country with Tegucigalpa (tay-Goo-see-GAHL-pah) as its capital?
10. What country in the northeast region of South America is home to the babassu, a deep rooted palm tree?
11. The echidna (ih-KID-nuh), one of only two kinds of egg-laying mammals, is native to Australia and the large island directly north of that country.  Name this island.
12. Guernseys and Jerseys are breeds of dairy cows that are named for the islands where they originated.  These lands are dependencies of which European country?
13. Most of the world’s cinnamon, a spice obtained from the inner bark of a tree, is produced on a large island off the coast of India.  Name this island country.
14. Gaurs (GOWRZ), largest of the wild cattle, live primarily in forested areas of India and southernmost country on the mainland of Asia.  Name this peninsular country.
15. Most of the world’s gum arabic, a substance extracted from acacia (uh-KAY-shuh) trees, comes from Africa’s largest country in area.  Name this country, which borders the Red Sea;

ROUND 7: Economic Geography

1. One of the chief corn producing U.S. states is also the country’s leading hog producer.  Name this state, which is just south of Minnesota.

2. A region of mild Mediterranean climate helps which western U.S. sate produce more than 200 different kinds of agricultural crops?

3. What is the term for a large farm, usually in the tropics, that produces one or two cash crops, such as cotton or tea?

4. What is the term for the kind of waterway that has played an important role in the economies of Amsterdam and Venice?

5. Sulfur dioxide from nickel smelters on Russia’s Kola Peninsula is blamed for the acid rain that is polluting two Scandinavian countries that Russia.  Name one of these countries.

6. What is the term for a crop that is grown primarily for sale rather than for consumption by the grower?

7. Most of the available water supply in the Middle East is used for what purpose?

8. A fruit that is an important agricultural export of New Zealand shares its name with the country’s national bird.  What name do the fruit and the bird share?

9. The term “goober,” which is a word of Bantu origin, is sometimes used as a name for the state of Georgia’s chief cash crop.  What is the more widely known name for this crop?

10. More that half of the world’s textiles are produced from a crop that is known as the King of Fibers.  Name this crop.

11. Catfish raised in the floodplains just east of the Mississippi River make which Gulf Coast state the world’s leading supplier of this fish?

12. Name the country along the northern coast of South America is the continent’s only member of the oil cartel known as OPEC.

13. Europe’s leading industrialized country has become Russia’s chief trading partner.  Name this European country.

14. Mining is one of the fastest growing sectors of the economy of the largest country in the Western Hemisphere.  Name this country, which is the world’s leading producer of nickel and zinc.

15. World prices of which beverage crop began rising in the summer of 1994 because of severe frosts in Brazil?
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