GREAT RIVERS OF THE U.S.

Introduction:  You will study the location of the major rivers and river systems of the United States.
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Directions:  Part 1.  Label the following rivers on the map provided: (they are also highlighted on your map)

Mississippi


Ohio


Yellowstone


Platte

Missouri


Arkansas

Canadian


Rio Grande

Columbia


Snake


Sacramento


San Joaquin

Colorado (Arizona)

Niagara

Delaware                                 Allegheny
Mohawk


Hudson

St. Lawrence


Susquehanna

Tennessee


Connecticut

Gila



Green

There is one extra river not on this list   What is it ?____________________

Part 2.  Now you will outline some of the drainage basins of the United States.  This is how you outline a drainage basin.  

This example will define the Mississippi River Drainage Basin. 

· Starting at the Gulf of Mexico on the west side of the Mississippi Delta carefully draw a line which will extend around the ends of all the tributaries of the Mississippi River, thereby completely outlining the Mississippi River System.  This line should end on the east side of the Delta at the Gulf of Mexico.

You will now label the following drainage basins on the same map that you labeled the rivers.

Please include a key of colors
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d. St. Lawrence  =  

b  Colorado    =  



e.  Susquehanna  = 
c  Columbia    =    
Questions: Part 3

1. State the source of the following rivers either with the body of water or region:

a) Niagara ___________________
b) St. Lawrence __________________

c) Mississippi ________________
d) Yellowstone ___________________

2. State the mouth of each of the following rivers:

a) Niagara __________________

b) Missouri __________________

c) Susquehanna ______________
d) Colorado __________________

3. State three different sources from which large rivers would get their water from.

4. Approximately how much of the United States is drained by the Mississippi River Systems?

5. What term is used to define the separation of drainage basins? (The Rocky Mountains is the biggest one on this continent.)


